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A CLOSER LOOK AT…
A PLETHORA OF NOTABLE EVENTS CAN BE STUDIED
AND RESEARCHED USING THIS COLLECTION,
MAKING IT A RICH RESOURCE FOR MANY DIFFERENT
SUBJECT AREAS. WAR AND PEACE, TRAGEDY AND
CELEBRATION, EAST AND WEST AND EVERYTHING IN
BETWEEN, THERE IS SOMETHING FOR ANYONE WITH
AN INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY IN U.S. DECLASSIFIED

U.S. Declassified Documents Online’s greatest value
lies in the wealth of facts that it provides in connection
with the political, economic, and social conditions of the
United States and other countries. Content highlights
the real stories behind the media coverage. Access
to a diverse range of material, such as telephone
conversations, memos, cables and reports, provides
a unique insight into the inner workings of the US
government and its relation to world events in the
twentieth and twenty-first centuries.
Each year Gale selects 5,000 new records to add to the
USDDO platform, this content is chosen by an expert
advisory board and is available at an additional cost.

USDDO includes sensitive documents from the
presidential libraries and numerous executive
agencies in a single, easily searchable database.
Examples of prestigious sources of material include
the CIA, NASA, FBI and the White House.

ABOUT U.S. DECLASSIFIED
DOCUMENTS ONLINE RELEASES
In December 2015 we launched the
rebranded U.S. Declassified Documents
Online Backfile | 117, 509 documents
ANNUAL RELEASES

DOCUMENTS ONLINE.

WORLD WAR II – DIARY OF GALEAZZO
CIANO, SON-IN-LAW OF MUSSOLINI
“If these notes of mine
ever see the light, it will
be because I took the
precaution of putting them
in a safe place before the
Germans seized me by
base trickery”
A 616-page Diary of Italian
Prime Minister Benito Mussolini’s son-in-law Galeazzo
Ciano, written from January 1939 to Feb 8th 1943.
Ciano records details and dates regarding: Mussolini’s
allegiance with German Chancellor Adolf Hitler; Ciano’s
influence in securing Italy’s entry into World War II
in 1940; major events occurring during World War
II; America’s entrance in the war after the Japanese
bombing of Pearl Harbour; Italy’s political turmoil during
the war…Ciano was the Italian Prime Minister from 1936
to February 1943 when he was arrested by the German
army. He was executed in Verona, Italy by the Germans
and Mussolini partisans on 11th Jan 44.
The below is an account from December 8th 1941,
Ciano’s entry the day after the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbour.

December 2016
first annual release | 5,000 documents
December 2017
second annual release | 5,000 documents
December 2018
third annual release | 5,000 documents
December 2019
fourth annual release | 5,000 documents
Each release adds content to enrich the research
process, either exposing more documents about a
subject, event or person or introducing more recent
material addressing contemporary issues.

Department of State, 23 Dec. 1943. U.S. Declassified Documents Online,
http://tinyurl.galegroup.com/tinyurl/6TvcT1
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WORLD WAR II - THE IMPACT OF THE
US ATOMIC BOMBING OF HIROSHIMA,
MAJOR GENERAL LESLIE GROVES
The decision to use the atomic bomb against Japan, to
destroy Nagasaki and Hiroshima remains controversial
to this day. There are various records in USDDO that
provide insight into the reactions at the time, including
eyewitness accounts and scientists and doctors’
interviews and response to the Japanese reporting.
Events before and after are also included and highlight
the massive consequences that this political decision
has had since.
Below is a ‘flash report from the vital plane by
Captain Parsons’ and records how the attack was
relayed to Washington.

THE SUMMER OLYMPICS, MEXICO 1968
The run up to the Summer Olympics certainly wasn’t
smooth. Student protests in Mexico leading up to the
event caused anxiety about the safety of President
Nixon should he attend. Reports in USDDO illustrate
the decision that he would visit the Olympic village as
a private citizen rather than as a guest of the Mexican
government to avoid ruffling feathers.
There was concern and a belief that it was a Communist
tactic to start or inflame student protests before the
games and evoke security fears.
What wasn’t predicted was the protest by 200-metre
gold and bronze medal winners, African American
athletes, Smith and Carlos respectively, during their
medal ceremony. Silver medallist Peter Norman, a white
Australian runner, didn’t raise his fist that day, but stood
with Smith and Carlos. His show of solidarity ended
up destroying Norman’s athletic career, and the three
athletes’ actions that day would become known as one of
the most overtly political statements in the history of the
modern Olympics. The International Olympic Committee
reportedly decided that the act was ‘out of place in
Olympic context’ and forced the USOC to suspend them.

Major General Leslie Groves updates Army Chief of Staff George Marshall on the
impact of the U.S. atomic bombing of Hiroshima, Japan, which immediately killed
at least 70,000 people. Department of Defense, 6 Aug. 1945. U.S. Declassified
Documents Online, http://tinyurl.galegroup.com/tinyurl/6Ts4L4

USDDO ‘SPECIAL FIELDS’ ANOTHER
WAY TO EXPLORE THE MATERIAL
The search and discovery interface
for the collection allows researchers
to locate the full text of documents
and quickly filter their search results
by document type, issue date, source
institution, classification level, and
date declassified as well as other
document characteristics.

Davis, David. “Taking a Stand.” Smithsonian, Aug. 2008, p. 12+. Smithsonian
Collections Online, https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/SGLFXI440730710/
SMIT?u=webdemo&sid=SMIT&xid=74333983

Details about civil rights demonstrations by Black U.S. athletes at Summer
Olympics in Mexico City. Department Of State, 19 Oct. 1968. U.S. Declassified
Documents Online, http://tinyurl.gale.com/tinyurl/CNoE76
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HOSTING HEADS OF STATE

PERSPECTIVES ON CHINA

Biographical sketches, profiles of royals, statesmen
(and women) and international officials are all included
in Department of State and White House sources.
Information, talking points and overviews of countries
are provided to US Presidents and can provide minute
detail on personalities, relationships, and idiosyncrasies.
In the document below, Eisenhower and staff are
provided with details about Prime Minister Nehru before
his visit to the US in 1956. Levels of detail include food,
gifts, topics of conversation and what kind of leisure
activities Nehru has a preference for.

A basic search ‘China’ in USDDO provides a return of well
over 19,000 documents within all the USDDO releases.
Alfred L. Jenkins served in the American foreign service
from 1946 – 1974 and was an expert advisor on ChineseAmerican relations during the Lyndon B. Johnson and
Nixon presidencies. There are numerous memos, notes,
reports and essay type observations written by Jenkins
in USDDO about China and the surrounding environs.
During the 50s as American Vice Consul in Hong Kong he
reports on communist activities in Shanghai, including
sightings of warships, jet planes flown by German PoW,
ammunitions and even the police and army summer
uniform “with buttons only half-way down the front and
with the typical Russian-style collar” as China possibly
prepares to invade Taiwan.
In 1966 he writes several memorandums to Walt Rostow
expressing a belief that there needs to be a clear US
Policy regarding mainland China. One of the memos
highlights his concern that an escalation of the war in
Vietnam might lead to World War III and what the US
action should be to this.

Nehru – hosted by Eisenhower
Picture source: “An Excessively Friendly Welcome: President Eisenhower
Greeting Mr. Nehru on His Arrival in America.” Illustrated London News
[London, England] 29 Dec. 1956: [1099]. Illustrated London News.

In a reflection of China in 1968 Jenkins writes ‘Thoughts
on China’ a summary of China’s position since the
Opium War of 1842, placed in the context of China’s
history. Mao’s policies are presented – for example
the Great Leap Forward, The Cultural Revolution and
the impact these have or will have on future political,
military and economics policies. Jenkins provides a very
interesting personal opinion on what he has witnessed
in Communist China and steps the US might take that
make sense ‘profitably’.

Information on the likes and dislikes of India’s Prime Minister Nehru so that entertainment
for Nehru and his staff can be planned for his Washington visit. Department of State,
n.d. U.S. Declassified Documents Online, http://tinyurl.gale.com/tinyurl/CNq6D2
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In combination with powerful search technologies, Gale Primary Sources brings the thoughts,
words, and actions of past centuries into the present. For nearly two decades, we have been
preserving and extending access to scholarly research materials and content from prestigious
source libraries through our ground-breaking digitisation program.
To advance research even further, the data from these archives including USDDO, can be
explored in new ways using Gale Digital Scholar Lab, a cloud-based research environment
that allows students and researchers to apply natural language processing tools to raw
text data (OCR) from Gale’s Primary Sources in a single research platform.
CREATE CONTENT SETS
The Gale Digital Scholar Lab gives users the ability to create custom content sets containing
as many as 10,000 documents. Users can search across their library’s Gale Primary Sources
holdings and seamlessly select documents to be added to their custom content set.
ANALYSE CONTENT SETS
Users can analyse and interrogate the data with the text analysis and visualisation tools built into
the Lab. Digital humanities analysis methods include: Named Entity Recognition, Topic Modelling,
Parts of Speech Tagger, Sentiment Analysis, Ngrams and Clustering.
MANAGE AND SHARE
Users’ content sets remain saved in the Gale Digital Scholar Lab allowing them to manage their
research for long term projects. Users can publish their outputs with confidence retaining all
intellectual property rights and are free to share analysis outputs.

U.S. Declassified Documents Online archive is available within the Lab,
providing a new lens to explore these unique documents, and empowering
researchers to generate world-altering conclusions and outcomes.

On April 17, 1995, President Bill Clinton signed executive
order 12958 (“classified national security information”),
which formalized three classification levels.
“Top Secret” shall be applied to information, the
unauthorized disclosure of which reasonably could
be expected to cause exceptionally grave damage to
the national security that the original classification
authority is able to identify or describe
“Secret” shall be applied to information, the
unauthorized disclosure of which reasonably could
be expected to cause serious damage to the national
security that the original classification authority is
able to identify or describe
“Confidential” shall be applied to information, the
unauthorized disclosure of which reasonably could
be expected to cause damage to the national security
that the original classification authority is able to
identify or describe.

“The collection—appropriate for all levels of study—
will appeal to scholars in many fields of study,
including political science, history, law,
regional studies, environmental studies,
business, social science, and journalism.”
- CHOICE
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