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exchange of statements with North Carolina's attornoy general in which it supported

as an exercise of free speech the "sit-in" protests of Negro college students at Ca rO I.I n a i n res p O n Se tO b I.a C k pat rO n S
lunch counters which refuse to serve them, The ACLU said that the arrests of L1 n Ot be I n g Se rved :

students in Raleiprh for trespassing were "illegal".

The eivil liberties organization urged attorney general Malcolm B, Seawell to
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order of,..communities...", because they may be regarded by local law author IN THE ARCH'VE

reconsider his statement that the protest is a "serious threat to the peace

an invitation to prosecute the students. The attorney peneral, in an angry telegram
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Student volunteers take part in the first
Freedom Rides. They are bused from
Washington, D.C. into southern states
to investigate if new laws prohibiting

o .f

segregation are obeyed. ACCESS DOCUMENTS PERTINENT
T0 THE FREEDOM RIDES ,
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“Freedom Riders Arrested in Birmingham." U.S. City Bureaus Image Collection, Primary Source Media, 1961. Associated Press Collections Online
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% President Kennedy orders federal troops
e to the University of Mississippi to quell

_ riots and enable James Meredith, the

school’s first black student, to attend.
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"James Meredith Resting During Mississippi March."” U.S. City Bureaus Image Collection, Primary Source Media, 1967. Associated Press Collections Online

1763

Charles Morgan Jr., future director
of the ACLU’s Southern Regional
Office, gave a speech the next day
condemning the community:

‘ Four little girls were killed

in Birmingham yesterday. s
F b l k . |_ A mad, remorseful worried
our voun ac Irts are community asks, “Who did it? Who ’
y g g threw that bomb? Was it a Negro or F-r

a white?” The answer should be, §

“We all did it.” Every last one of us =
is condemned for that crime and E
the bombing before it and a decade C

ago. We all did it. ”

The speech gave Morgan national :1
recognition, and led to his hiring -
as director of the Southern

Regional Office.

Killed by a bomb placed at a
church in Birmingham,

Alabama by members of the
Ku Klux Klan.
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"Grieving Relative of Sixteenth Street Baptist Church Bombing Victim." U.S. City Bureaus Image Collection, Primary Source Media, 1963. Associated Press Collections Online

P 1965

©) Congress passes the Civil Rights Act of
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: = 1964, prohibiting racial discrimination and
ordering the integration of public schools.
“,';"‘.’ Hi ONL O ACLU’s Southern Regional Office opens

s 1©) Voting Rights Act passes
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. is fatally shot in e

. E_xpansion, 19504990: Series 3: Subject '
Memphis, Tennessee. The shooter, James B 1124 23 527 e

Library, Princeton University. American
Civil Liberties Union Papers, 191.

Earl Ray, is convicted in March 1969 and
sentenced to 99 years in prison.

President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the i i
Civil Rights Act of 1968, which prohibits GET A MORE IN-DEPTH LOOK AT
housing discrimination. THIS HISTOR

Housing: ACLU Correspondence with Congress (Regarding Housing Issue). 1966. TS Years of
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The ACLU's relationship to the civil rights movement is as CONTEXT: VOTING LAWS

relevant today as it was in the 1960s. These primary source

collections can help us draw parallels between events of the

ast and those taking place today. ~ ‘ A L E
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