MAKING STANDARDS ANYTHING BUT STANDARD
Learn how the Fairfield-Suisun Unified School District followed California’s K-12 History–Social
Science Framework to go from pilot program to success with Gale eBooks alignments.
In 2016, the State Board of Education in California
adopted a new History–Social Science Framework (CA
HSS Framework) for California Public Schools, K–12.
The framework doesn’t replace the existing CA HSS
standards (adopted in 1998), but instead is a “road map
as to how districts, schools, and teachers can better
meet the diverse needs of students.” It emphasizes four
key instructional shifts: the development of student
content knowledge, discipline inquiry, student literacy,
and citizenship.1

and respectful representations of the diverse ethnic and
cultural population in the K–12 grade history and social
studies curriculum. It includes persons with disabilities,
the LGBTQ community, and members of other ethnic and
cultural groups.2
The district wanted to be intentional throughout the
process. With this in mind, they began with a pilot
program at just the high school level. As Roush explains
it, “Our high school teachers were ready. They had a
strong understanding of the framework. They had a
strong understanding of the FAIR Education Act. And
they were at a point where they were ready to dive in
and select materials. So, while our high school teachers
were piloting and adopting new materials, our elementary
and middle school teachers were undergoing a year of
inquiry and professional development and building that
foundation of understanding.”

“When we were selecting materials, particularly
with the FAIR Education Act, our district knew it
was important for all students to see themselves
represented in the curriculum and to see the
role and the contributions of all members of our
community represented in the curriculum. I’m
PREPARING STUDENTS FOR SUCCESS
very proud to say that our Gale eBooks help us
As they considered what resources were necessary,
they realized that textbooks alone weren’t enough.
accomplish that goal.”

Jenn Roush
Assistant Director of
Curriculum and Instruction
Fairfield-Suisun Unified
School District
Fairfield, CA

EMBRACING THE CHALLENGE
Fairfield-Suisun Unified School District has a student
population of nearly 22,000 and is one of the larger
districts to adopt this framework. Jenn Roush serves
as the district’s assistant director of curriculum and
instruction as well as the district librarian. Early in the
adoption process, Roush says they partnered with the
UC Davis History Project to create a common vision
and language that (1) best supports the state standards
and the CA HSS Framework, and (2) meets all of the
requirements of the state’s FAIR Education Act. Known
as Senate Bill 48, the FAIR Education Act requires that
California public schools provide fair, accurate, inclusive,

“We knew that we needed to include a digital component
that increased equity and access for all students,” says
Roush. So they turned to Gale, a Cengage Company,
where they could explore hand-curated eBook collections
for elementary, middle, and high school aligned to the
CA History–Social Science Framework. Accessible
through Gale eBooks, each grade level includes multiple
bookshelves that align to the HSS Framework, plus
special bookshelves just for primary sources or content
that supports instruction based on the FAIR Act.
According to Roush, the trial went so well that they have
since added to their collection, including an entirely new
elementary collection they’ll be rolling out this fall. She
says, “Giving our teachers and students access to these
eBooks has removed barriers for our students. When you
go into Gale eBooks, you’re able to search by standards.
You’re able to search by topics. The ability to differentiate
instruction has transformed what is happening in our
history–social science classes and is ensuring that all
students have an entry point into their learning and
their thinking.”
1. California Department of Education, “History Social Science Framework for
California Public Schools: Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve,” 2017.
2. Sacramento City Unified School District, “Fair, Accurate, Inclusive, and
Respectful Education Act (FAIR),” April 10, 2020.

ADOPTING NEW CURRICULUM
STANDARDS? GALE CAN HELP!

Curriculum standards adoptions are happening from coast
to coast. Supporting these requirements can be challenging,
but not impossible. The specialists at Gale have been
teachers too, and they will work with you every step of the way
to provide hand-curated eBook collections aligned to your
needs. Take a look at the sample alignment below.

ALIGNMENT IN ACTION: CA HISTORY–SOCIAL SCIENCE FRAMEWORK
THE COLLECTION ALIGNMENT

BACKGROUND

FL than 700 titles have been aligned to the CA HSS framework
More
across 3 collections (since September 2019):

TX for
In 2016, California adopted a new framework
History–Social Science (HSS) across K–12. While
the actual CA HSS standards (adopted in 1998)
did change, the framework serves as a guideline.
NY
The goal of the schools is to emphasize concepts
and disciplinary practices, while providing the
training and resources teachers need to
implement these instructional shifts.1
TN

FIND ALIGNMENTS TO:

US
BROWSE
COLLECTIONS
to find standards-aligned
content and HSS Framework
as well as “bonus” bookshelves
that highlight special content
in support of the CA FAIR Act,
LGBTQ, and primary sources.

4 KEY AREAS

1

CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
Students develop thematic and
conceptual understandings based
on seeing the world from several
perspectives.
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CA History–Social Science Alignment Elementary School
CA History–Social Science Alignment Middle School
CA History–Social Science Alignment High School

CA

HHS

History–Social Science

HSS FRAMEWORK UNIT

Unit guiding questions taken
directly from the HSS Framework

with G Suite for
Education and
Microsoft Office 365
tools and learning
management system
integrations.

STUDENT LITERACY
Places an emphasis on reading
and writing skills and coordination
of texts between ELA and HSS
classrooms.
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Product screen capture
as of May 2020. Actual
interface may vary.

LOOK INSIDE AN eBOOK

CITIZENSHIP
Through the use of materials like
biographies and primary sources,
students examine the role of law
in society, and how individual
responsibility and behavior
play a part.

EXPORT FORMATTED
CITATIONS

TRANSLATE
AND LISTEN

to content in more
than 20 languages—
on-screen and
read aloud.
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CA

TX
TX
NY

TN

TN

TX TEKS ELA-R Alignment Elementary School
TX TEKS
ELA-R Alignment Middle School
FL
TX TEKS
ELA-R Alignment High School
FL

TN CA

TN Social Studies Alignment
High School
US

NY

NY Social
CA Studies Inquiries Alignment Middle School
NY Social Studies Inquiries Alignment High SchoolTN
US

1. California Department of Education, “History Social Science Framework for California Public Schools:
TN
US
US
Kindergarten
Through Grade Twelve,” 2017.
2. California Department of Education, “Frequently Asked Questions: Senate Bill 48,” August 6, 2019.
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TX

NY
FL

CA
NY

NY

from single or multiple
documents to services like
EasyBib or NoodleTools.
MLA, APA, and Chicago style
FL
citations are supported.

TX

ADDITIONAL ALIGNMENTS:
FL DOE Mental Health, Substance Use, and Human
Trafficking Alignment for Middle and High School
FL BEST ELA/Civics Alignment for Elementary,
Middle, and High School
FL BEST Math Alignment for Elementary,
Middle, and High School

Curriculum
Standards

INCREASE
ACCESS

DISCIPLINE INQUIRY
Educators are encouraged to teach
history and social studies from an
inquiry-based disciplinary
understanding.
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(11.2; 11.3)

US

U.S. CKLA Domains Alignment
Elementary School

