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AFGHANISTAN AND THE U.S., 1945-1963: RECORDS OF THE U.S. STATE
DEPARTMENT CENTRAL CLASSIFIED FILES
Afghanistan’s history, internal political development, foreign relations,
and very existence as an independent state have largely been
determined by its geographic location at the crossroads of Central,
West, and South Asia. Over the centuries, waves of migrating peoples
passed through the region—described as a "roundabout of the ancient
world," by historian Arnold Toynbee—leaving behind a mosaic of
ethnic and linguistic groups. This collection provides an opportunity
to peer into the mountains, valleys, villages, and cities that is called
Afghanistan.
Date Range: 1945-1963
Content: 9,674 images
Source Library: U.S. National Archives

Detailed Description:
Afghanistan’s history, internal political development, foreign relations, and very existence
as an independent state have largely been determined by its geographic location at the
crossroads of Central, West, and South Asia. In modern times, as well as in antiquity, vast
armies of the world passed through Afghanistan, temporarily establishing local control and
often dominating Iran and northern India. Islam has played a key role in the formation of
Afghanistan as well. Although it was the scene of great empires and flourishing trade for
over two millennia, Afghanistan did not become a truly independent nation until the twentieth
century.
In much of the twentieth century, Afghanistan remained neutral. It was not a participant
in World War II, nor aligned with either power bloc in the Cold War. However, it was a
beneficiary of the latter rivalry as both the Soviet Union and the U.S. vied for influence
by building such infrastructure works as roads, airports, water and sewer systems, and
hospitals.
The U.S. State Department Central Classified Files are the definitive source of American
diplomatic reporting on political, military, social, and economic developments throughout the
world in the twentieth century.
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This collection of U.S. State Department Central Classified Files relating to internal and
foreign affairs contain a wide range of materials from U.S. diplomats, including:
• special reports on political and military affairs
• studies and statistics on socioeconomic matters
• interviews and minutes of meetings with foreign government officials
• court proceedings and other legal documents
• full texts of important letters, instructions, and cables sent and received by U.S. diplomatic
personnel
• voluminous reports and translations from foreign journals and newspapers
• countless translations of high-level foreign government documents, including speeches,
memoranda, official reports, and transcripts of political meetings and assemblies
This collection consists of thousands of pages arranged topically and chronologically on
crucial subjects, such as:
• political parties and elections
• unrest and revolution
• human rights
• government
• administration
• fiscal and monetary issues
• labor
• housing
• police and crime
• public health
• national defense
• foreign policymaking
• wars and alliances
• education
• religion
• culture
• trade
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• industry
• foreign relations
• natural resources
On these subjects and many more, the Central Classified Files offer authoritative, in-depth,
and timely documentation and analysis that cannot be matched.
Publisher’s Note: This collection comprises, in their entirety, the Scholarly Resources
microfilm collections entitled Records of the Department of State Relating to Internal Affairs,
Afghanistan, 1945-1949; Records of the Department of State Relating to Internal Affairs,
Afghanistan, 1960-1963; and, Records of the Department of State Relating to Political
Relations, U.S. and Afghanistan, 1930-1959.
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