Gale Primary Sources

The Making of Modern Law:
Landmark Records and Briefs of the
U.S. Courts of Appeals, 1950–1980
DISCOVER PREVIOUSLY INACCESSIBLE LOWER COURT RECORDS
THAT ADDRESS SIGNIFICANT HISTORICAL ISSUES
Expanding the depth and breadth of exhaustive legal primary source materials, now available to
scholars, The Making of Modern Law: Landmark Records and Briefs of the U.S. Courts of Appeals, 1950–
1980 is Part 11 of Gale’s renowned collection. Established in 1891, federal appellate courts, called the
United States Courts of Appeals, sit below the United States Supreme Court to relieve the caseload
burden of the higher court. While U.S. Supreme Court briefs are essential for legal doctrine, courts of
appeals documents are equally valuable records that provide trial history, depositions, transcripts, and
arguments. This new collection provides digital access to 30 years of critical legal doctrine to support
legal research and scholarship.
Various source media. The Making of Modern Law: Landmark Records and Briefs of the U.S. Courts of Appeals, 1950–1980

EMPOWER RESEARCH
™

COLLECTION PROVIDES CRITICAL INSIGHTS INTO LEGAL ARGUMENTS AND BEYOND
Our 24-hour news cycle serves up a dizzying array of breaking stories on immigration, harassment and discrimination,
constitutional law, environmental policy, insider trading, and more. Never before has there been the level of scrutiny and
debate on legal issues both past and present. The Making of Modern Law: Landmark Records and Briefs of the U.S. Courts of
Appeals, 1950–1980 provides records that present legal issues and their backgrounds, surfacing historical precedents and
outcomes to researchers exploring contemporary issues in various disciplines.

DISAPPEARING BRIEFS—NEVER-BEFORE-DIGITISED RECORDS BROUGHT TO LIGHT
In 1993, Margaret Leary, law librarian at the University of Michigan Law School, wrote “The Case of the Disappearing Briefs:
A Study in Preservation Strategy,” which cautioned against the practice of discarding these critical documents. Gale is proud
to be involved in the preservation of these records, making it possible for researchers to study materials that have remained
virtually inaccessible until now.
The collection features more than 600,000 pages of briefs (appellants’, appellees’, reply, amicus), appendices, memoranda,
petitions, transcripts, and more from all courts of appeals, including these major circuits:
• Second Circuit, New York—one of the most influential, often cited in business and copyright law rulings
• District of Columbia Circuit, Washington, D.C.—especially relevant to cases on constitutional and administrative law
• Ninth Circuit, California—regarded as the most liberal of circuit courts
Available records will allow scholars in legal studies, 20th-century American social history, and politics to:
• Gain insights into legal reasoning used by the parties in advancing their positions
• Identify the authorities used to support an argument
• Find specific documents from a trial or appellate proceeding
• Find transcripts of testimony and other sources for historical research
Landmark cases featured in The Making of Modern Law: Landmark Records and Briefs of the U.S. Courts of Appeals, 1950–1980
include:
Second Circuit Cases Among the Most Cited

District of Columbia Circuit Cases Among the Most Cited

Dennis v. United States (landmark First Amendment case)

Barnes v. Costle (first sexual harassment case)

United States v. Rosenberg (Julius and Ethel Rosenberg)

Bundy v. Jackson (sexual harassment as workplace discrimination)

Holtzman v. Schlesinger (presidential war powers)

Nixon v. Sirica (Watergate scandal)

Bivens v. Six Unknown Named Agents (protection from
unreasonable searches and seizures)

Buckley v. Valeo (campaign finance)
Matlovich v. Secretary of the Air Force (military policy toward gays)

New York Times Co. v. United States (Pentagon Papers)

OPTIMISED FOR DIGITAL SCHOLARSHIP
Explore this collection more deeply through Gale Digital Scholar Lab—a research experience that removes key barriers
of entry into digital scholarship and enables researchers of all levels to quickly build corpora of analysis-ready text data
sourced from Gale’s unrivalled digital collection of primary source material.

FEATURES AND TOOLS
Textual Analysis Tools–Identify and visualise patterns,
trends, and relationships to explore content in new ways.

Image Viewer–Zoom, rotate, and reverse to create a
custom view in full-screen mode.

Subject Indexing–Easily find content and view key elements
in the text.

Stand-Alone or Cross-Search Capabilities–Use the archive
on its own or cross search with other primary source
collections to reveal connections that foster deeper
understanding.

Downloadable OCR–Keyword-search monographs,
newspapers, and ephemera for a new level of access on all
search results.

LEARN
MORE

Browse Titles–Provides a unique interface to browse
through content instead of just searching for it.

For more information, or to request a free trial,
please visit gale.com/momlappeals
9780418291610

