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Nineteenth Century 
U.S. Newspapers

Newspapers were the lifeblood of the new republic, and the contents of their pages 
helped shape the nation’s identity, carrying not just the stories that unified American 
opinions, norms, and interests, but that also fuelled the crucial debates of the day. A 
board of five journalism historians carefully considered more than 1,000 newspapers, 
using their knowledge of papers and their respective eras to select papers that give a 
much more detailed insight into the nation.
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A TRUE PORTRAIT OF THE U.S. NATION THROUGH THE 
NINETEENTH CENTURY

The titles in this archive were selected by leading scholars of the nineteenth-century American press, and curated from 
a selection of America’s leading microfilm collections. The result is a collection of newspapers that provide a broad yet 
sensitive depiction of the United States in the 1800s. The archive has been curated from publications in several of the 
most notable collections throughout the U.S., and the final list has been carefully constructed to cover a diverse range of 
topics, including specialist newspapers on key issues of the time.

KEY STATISTICS
Number of articles Number of titles Earliest document 

Over 17.6 million 400 1800
Latest document 

1899

RARE AND INACCESSIBLE PUBLICATIONS
The vast majority of documents in this archive were previously unavailable online, offering researchers the chance to use 
resources that are not available digitally

HIGH QUALITY SOURCES
The archive contains articles from award-winning sources on U.S. history focusing on important nineteenth-century topics

DIVERSE RANGE OF CONTENT
Including illustrated papers that add extra dimensions to the study of nineteenth-century life

CROSS-SEARCH FOR NEW CONNECTIONS
This archive is cross-searchable with other Gale Primary Sources collections, opening new avenues for digital humanities 
scholarship and uncovering new and innovative research

A MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESOURCE FEATURES AND TOOLS

• American History

• American Politics

• Gender and Women’s Studies

• Humanities and Social Sciences

• Journalism

Term Frequency
See the frequency of search terms within a content set 
to begin assessing interactions and how they developed 
over time.

Term Clusters
Developing research topics by identifying and organising 
frequently occurring themes, and revealing hidden 
relationships between search terms.

Text & Data Mining
At request, Gale will deliver data and metadata 
associated with the collection for use in data mining and 
textual analysis, supporting the digital humanities.
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