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The Picture Post is one of the most iconic newspapers published in Britain, with its ground-breaking use of photojournalism publicising both great events and everyday life. Within six months of its first issue circulation had soared to 1.7 million, and during World War II 80% of the British population followed its coverage of the war’s impact, and its formidable readership it was able to exert influence over politics and public opinion. Its liberal and staunchly anti-fascist attitude reflected the popular sentiments and political attitudes of the day, and as such it is a telling measure of prevalent opinions at the time. This archive provides facsimile reproductions of each page, showing the content in its original context. This archive gives you full access to a vital stage in the development of mass media, bridging the gap between traditional copy-led newspapers and the audio-visual exposure to the news that arrived with television, in the magazine that defined the style of photojournalism in the twentieth century.
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