We are currently trialling the 17th and 18th Century Nichols Newspaper Collections, which you can try for yourself: simply search for the archive on the library database, or access it directly at this link: [LIBRARY INSERT LINK].

This digital archive features the newspapers and periodicals, as well as pamphlets and broadsheets, that form the Nichols newspaper collection held at the Bodleian Library in Oxford, consisting of 296 volumes of bound material covering the period 1672-1737. As many early English newspapers have not survived, this collection provides rare primary source content that is difficult to access elsewhere. It provides an invaluable resource for a range of research topics, forming a comprehensive mine of domestic and international political and religious information of the period, and - crucially - of the contemporary reactions to it.

[bookmark: _GoBack]John Nichols (1745–1826) was a London printer and avid collector of newspapers, which he used to inform his literary and historical research work. The collection runs through the development of the press in England, Licensing Acts and censorship, dynastic changes, and virulent Whig and Tory antagonism. Many influential publications are included in the collection, representing a variety of interests and approaches. Ranging from early ‘agony aunt’ formats to literary criticism and essays, many publications in the collection were highly influential in the development of publishing history.

Gale partners with a variety of organizations to digitally scan primary source materials from original documents, in some cases from archives that are difficult to access. The application of Optical Character Recognition (OCR) technology makes the archives fully text-searchable, and the Gale Primary Sources platform allows these searches to be carried out across multiple archives simultaneously. Gale’s proprietary search technology allows you to expand on your search results, with Term Clusters showing direct links to other documents closely associated with your search, and Term Frequency showing the appearance of search terms over time.


