We are currently trialling the British Library Newspapers: Part V: 1780-1950 digital archive, which you can try for yourself: simply search for the archive on the library database, or access it directly at this link: [LIBRARY INSERT LINK].

This fully-searchable digital archive contains regional and local newspapers that illuminate diverse and distinct regional attitudes, cultures, and vernaculars, providing an alternative viewpoint to the London-centric national press. At a time when newspapers were emerging as a prerequisite medium of commercial-minded societies and major cities, their pages provide you with unique, first-hand perspectives.
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With England's emergence as the dominant global power of the 19th century, newspapers began to experience a higher degree of freedom of the press. Newspapers of the time served not only documented historical, economic, and political events but also reflected social and cultural ideas, trends, and conflicts. This archive includes newspapers from the Scottish localities of Fife, Elgin, Inverness, Paisley, and John O’Groats, as well as towns just below the border, such as Morpeth, Alnwick, and more. You will also benefit from access to important titles such as the Coventry Herald, which features some of the earliest published writing of Mary Ann Evans (better known as George Eliot).

Gale partner with a variety of organizations to digitally scan primary source materials from original documents, in some cases from archives that are difficult to access. The application of Optical Character Recognition (OCR) technology makes the archives fully text-searchable, and the Gale Primary Sources platform allows these searches to be carried out across multiple archives simultaneously. Gale’s proprietary search technology allows you to expand on your search results, with Term Clusters showing direct links to other documents closely associated with your search, and Term Frequency showing the appearance of search terms over time.


