We are currently trialling the Slavery and Anti-Slavery, Part III: The Institution of Slavery digital archive, which you can try for yourself: simply search for the archive on the library database, or you can access it directly at this link: [LIBRARY INSERT LINK].

This fully searchable digital archive provides access to legal documents, plantation records, first-person accounts, newspapers, government records, and other primary sources, covering slavery as a labour and legal system, the relationship between master and slave, slavery and religion, free labour, and the lives of free African Americans, covering 1490 to 1888. It reveals how enslaved people struggled against the institution, through rare works that explore slavery as a legal and labour system.
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Gale partners with a variety of organizations to digitally scan primary source materials from original documents, in some cases from archives that are difficult to access. The application of Optical Character Recognition (OCR) technology makes the archives fully text-searchable, and the Gale Primary Sources platform allows these searches to be carried out across multiple archives simultaneously. Gale’s proprietary search technology allows you to expand on your search results, with Term Clusters showing direct links to other documents closely associated with your search, and Term Frequency showing the appearance of search terms over time.
