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With 12 distinct collections, The Making of Modern 
Law covers nearly every aspect of American and 
British law and enables in-depth research on the 
legal traditions of Europe, Latin America, Asia, 
and more classic and contemporary jurisdictions.

Encompassing a range of analytical, theoretical, 
and practical literature, and recently updated with 
nearly a century’s worth of archival materials 
from the U.S. Courts of Appeals, these collections 

TAKE AN 
INTEGRATIVE 
APPROACH TO 
LEGAL HISTORY 

support and complement the study of law by 
providing valuable resources from the most 
influential writers throughout history. Combined 
with innovative tools on the Gale Primary 
Sources platform to make quality research easy, 
researchers and students are empowered with 
The Making of Modern Law to reach insights not 
previously possible. 
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In combination with powerful search technologies, Gale Primary Sources brings the thoughts, words, and 
actions of past centuries into the present. For nearly two decades, Gale has preserved and extended access 
to scholarly research materials and content from prestigious source libraries through our ground-breaking 
digitization program.

To advance research even further, the data from these archives, including The Making of Modern Law, can be 
explored in new ways using Gale Digital Scholar Lab, a cloud-based research environment that allows students 
and researchers to apply natural language processing tools to raw text data (optical character recognition, or 
OCR) from Gale’s Primary Sources and other content sources in a single research platform.

The Making of Modern Law archives are available within Gale Digital Scholar Lab, providing 
a new lens to explore these unique documents, and empowering researchers to generate 
world-altering conclusions and outcomes. 

Talk to your rep about using Gale Digital Scholar Lab  
to advance your institution’s digital humanities mission.

PROVIDING NEW DIGITAL 
SCHOLARSHIP PATHWAYS

BUILD YOUR  
CONTENT SETS

• Use Gale Primary  
Sources archives

• Upload and use your  
own text files

• Download content sets  
for use elsewhere

CLEAN TEXTS FOR  
COMPUTATIONAL ANALYSIS

• Apply stop words to your analysis

• Use flexible options to target 
specific character removal

• Reuse configurations across 
content sets

ANALYZE CONTENT IN 
POWERFUL NEW WAYS

• Visualize data from up to 
10,000 documents at a time

• Explore individual documents 
overlaid with analysis data

• Download the raw data and 
your visualizations



NEW

• Second Circuit, New York – One of 
the most influential circuits in the 
United States, often cited in business 
and copyright law rulings.

• District of Columbia Circuit, 
Washington, DC – Especially relevant 
to cases on constitutional and 
administrative law.

• Ninth Circuit, California – Regarded 
as the most liberal of circuit courts.

LANDMARK RECORDS  
AND BRIEFS OF THE U.S. 
COURTS OF APPEALS,  
PART I: 1950–1980 
Provide researchers with in-depth coverage 
of landmark cases that offer both historical 
perspective and contemporary consideration. 
Never before has there been the level of 
scrutiny and debate on legal issues, both 
past and present, as there is in Part I of this 
important collection. 

Featured cases include impeachment, 
constitutional rights, sexual harassment, 
campaign finance, and more, from the 
following major circuits:

EXPLORE THE MAKING OF 
MODERN LAW COLLECTIONS
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NEW

• Cases on wartime issues raised 
during both world wars and cases 
affecting conscientious objectors to the 
internment of Japanese Americans.

• Decisions that focused on American 
Indian rights with respect to land 
claims, treaty enforcement, and other 
matters of critical interest to Indigenous 
communities.

• Briefs related to federal economic and 
labor regulations, such as reviews of 
decisions of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission as well as the work of 
agencies created by the New Deal.

LANDMARK RECORDS  
AND BRIEFS OF THE U.S. 
COURTS OF APPEALS,  
PART II: 1891–1950
Address questions concerning the 
administration of justice, the adversary 
process, and the developing relationship 
between law and the social sciences, 
humanities, and sciences. The content in this 
collection, which up to this point was difficult 
for scholars to access, has been digitized for 
the first time. Part II brings together records 
and briefs from 1891 to 1950 that have most 
influenced modern writing and thinking about 
American law and legal history. 

The variety of information in the records and 
briefs includes:



LEGAL TREATISES,  
1800–1926
A comprehensive library of U.S. and 
British law, this historical resource 
opens up a wealth of previously 
inaccessible sources to scholars and 
students. It covers a watershed period 
of legal development and is the world’s 
most comprehensive full-text collection 
of Anglo-American legal treatises. 

U.S. SUPREME COURT 
RECORDS AND BRIEFS, 
1832–1978 
Researchers will find coverage of the 
most-studied cases, many of which 
resulted in landmark decisions. 
This collection provides transcripts, 
applications for review, motions, petitions, 
and other official documents brought 
before the nation’s highest court, 
including information from cases that 
were denied certiorari.

EXPLORE THE MAKING OF 
MODERN LAW COLLECTIONS
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TRIALS, 1600–1926
Documenting the courtroom dramas that 
rocked America and the British Empire, 
this archive provides unofficially published 
accounts of trials; official trial documents, 
briefs, and arguments; and official records 
of legislative proceedings, administrative 
proceedings, and arbitrations. It’s the 
most complete full-text collection of 
Anglo-American trials. 

PRIMARY SOURCES,  
1620–1926
This virtual gold mine of information 
for researchers of American legal 
history contains published records of 
the American colonies, documents 
published by state constitutional 
conventions, city and state codes,  
law dictionaries, and more.



PRIMARY SOURCES, PART II,  
1763–1970
Access essential documents that tell 
the story of three centuries of American 
legal history. Comprised of state codes, 
constitutional conventions and compilations, 
and municipal codes, this collection supports 
scholarly research in nearly every aspect of 
American legal development into the late 
twentieth century.

FOREIGN PRIMARY SOURCES, 
1600–1970
Legal historians need superseded codes in an 
easy-to-find online form—and Foreign Primary 
Sources offers libraries the tools to access 
them. This archive complements the collection 
of treatises found in Foreign, Comparative, and 
International Law, 1600–1926, while providing 
sources on the interpretive analysis of codes, 
the “primary sources” of law.

EXPLORE THE MAKING OF 
MODERN LAW COLLECTIONS
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FOREIGN PRIMARY 
SOURCES, PART II
Easily explore four centuries of superseded 
legal codes, statutory materials, and code-
related commentaries from around the world. 
With documents from southern Europe, 
Latin America, Canada, Australia, India, and 
elsewhere, including Roman and canon law, 
this resource contains over 1,500 titles on 
diverse jurisdictions. 

FOREIGN, COMPARATIVE, 
AND INTERNATIONAL LAW, 
1600–1926 
Study treatises and a range of other legal 
documents from the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries, several hundred classics since the 
seventeenth century, and book sources that 
compare legal systems across the world. 
This archive collects them all in one place 
and features the work of some of the great 
legal theorists, including Gentili, Selden, 
Zouche, and more. Explore the roots of English 
common law in the recesses of European 
history, with access to texts on ancient Roman, 
Jewish, and Islamic law.



AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES 
UNION PAPERS, PART II: 
SOUTHERN REGIONAL OFFICE 
Offer researchers a unique view of the inner 
workings of this pivotal office. With the addition of 
Part II, researchers can understand the complete 
history of the civil rights movement. Comprised 
of never-before-digitized materials, this unique 
collection documents the ACLU’s legal battle to 
enforce the Civil Rights Act of 1964 in 13 Southern 
states. The ACLU’s Southern Regional Office, 
founded after the passing of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, used the provisions of the act, which 
made segregation in public accommodations 
unconstitutional, to address racial discrimination 
and violations of voters’ rights.

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES 
UNION PAPERS, PART I: 
1912–1990
Featuring documents from across the history 
of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), 
this archive offers valuable insight into 
the civil battles of the twentieth century—
straight from the organization that was at 
the center of the most contentious issues. 
Researchers can dive into debates on race, 
gender, popular protest, the role of police, 
and the role of government on both national 
and local levels. 

EXPLORE THE MAKING OF 
MODERN LAW COLLECTIONS
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TEXTUAL ANALYSIS TOOLS  
Identify and visualize patterns, trends, and 
relationships to explore content in new ways.

DOWNLOADABLE OCR 
Keyword-search monographs, for a new  
level of access on all search results.

IMAGE VIEWER 
Zoom, rotate, and reverse to create a  
custom view in full-screen mode.

GALE PRIMARY SOURCES

PLATFORM FEATURES AND TOOLS 

All of The Making of Modern Law collections are available on the Gale Primary Sources platform. 
Due to its cross-search functionality, this powerful platform greatly enhances the research 
experience for students and researchers by broadening their discovery of primary source 
documents through the use of multiple search options and research tools.

STAND-ALONE OR CROSS-SEARCH 
CAPABILITIES 
Use the archive on its own or cross-search 
with other primary source collections to reveal 
connections that foster deeper understanding. 

RETOOLED DATE LIMITER (Summer 2022)  
Speed up your search with our rebuilt data 
limiter interface, which has replaced drop-down 
menus with the option to type in your desired 
date or select from a calendar.

Product screen capture as of June 2022. Actual interface may vary.



Discover unique tools, cross-search 
functionality, and downloadable OCR across 
millions of pages of exclusive primary sources. 

And now, open new research pathways  
with Gale Digital Scholar Lab, the intuitive,  
cloud-based analysis engine that helps  
tell visual stories with data. 

Learn more and try Gale Primary 
Sources for free at gale.com/moml

Gale, here for everyone.
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