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THE MAKING OF THE 
MODERN WORLD
Only Gale provides a never-before-
digitized perspective on the rise of 
globalization



Now with three distinct and extensive collections, The Making of 
Modern World series offers expansive new research opportunities 
with the release of The Making of Modern World Part III, 1890-1945.

In addition, The Making of the Modern World Parts I & II are now 
available on the Gale Primary Sources platform for greater usability. 
With analysis tools such as term frequency and term clustering, 
students and scholars can now intuitively discover new historical 
connections—improving the end results. In addition, access to  
the full text of documents provides countless new digital 
scholarship research applications.

Like building blocks, these three collections form a substantial 
resource for researchers, spanning six centuries of human progress 
dating from the mid-fifteenth century to the mid-twentieth—and 
covering a wealth of topics ranging from the socio-economic to  
the political and beyond.

GREATLY EXPANDED  
ACCESS TO MODERN  
HISTORY

THE MAKING OF THE MODERN WORLD
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ADDING TO THE STORY OF PROGRESS
An extensive amount of materials coming out of copyright enabled the creation of The Making 
of the Modern World, Part III: 1890-1945, creating new opportunities for researchers.  
Relevant to both current events and today’s political landscape, this collection adds breadth 
and depth to The Making of the Modern World series. 

Invaluable for understanding the rise of empire and the projection of European power  
to the emergence of capitalism and communism, these collections document the dynamics  
of Western trade and wealth that shaped the world.

With over 11 million pages of content, The Making 
of the Modern World, Part I fully documents the 
dynamics of Western trade and wealth that shaped 
the world, from the last half of the fifteenth century 
to the mid-nineteenth century. 

PART I: 1450-1850

“ What The Making of the Modern World permits scholars to do more effectively is paralleled by what  
it encourages teachers to do. Imagine a lesson plan for a class in comparative slavery. The number 
of textbook treatments of the subject seem boundless, but they all reference primary documents 
that are largely out of reach for students in classrooms. Manuals written for plantation managers tell 
how things really were, but they are mostly the province of rare books collections. The Making of the 
Modern World brings them into classrooms, puts them into the hands of students.”  
 —John McCusker, Ewing Halsell Distinguished Professor of American History and Professor of Economics at Trinity University, San Antonio, Texas

A comprehensive resource for the study of nineteenth  
century economics, The Making of the Modern World, 
Part II traces the rapidly changing economies of 
nineteenth-century nations, allowing researchers  
to better evaluate the profound impact of the 
Industrial Revolution.

PART II: 1851-1914The Making of the Modern World, Part III 
expands the collection into the twentieth 
century, providing coverage of World 
War I, The Great Depression, and World 
War II. This collection offers insights 
on agriculture, finance, colonization, 
commerce, manufacturing, and more.

PART III: 1890-1945
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The Making of the Modern World, Part III: 1890-1945 carries Gale’s celebrated digital collection into the 
middle of the twentieth century. This collection is comprised largely of monographs and periodicals from 
the prestigious Goldsmiths’ Library of Economic Literature which is held at the Senate House Library of 
the University of London, offering transnational coverage in an area of vital interest to historians—political 
economy. The archive supports research on essential topics, such as world trade, finance and capital 
formation, transportation and the growth of cities, industrialization, imperialism and colonialism, socialism, 
labor and poverty, and other areas of study. 

The Making of the Modern World, Part III partially overlaps chronologically, but does not duplicate the title 
list in Part II—and contains materials that are only now out of copyright and could therefore not have been 
included in the previous parts of the series. With full-text search capability of rare, digitized primary source 
materials, this expansive collection provides researchers with a new perspective on the rise of globalization.

TOPICS INCLUDE:

Expansion of communism and capitalism 

Production and trade as it relates to the role of the state

Immigration’s impact on our economy

Temperance movements

Emergence of the middle class

World War I and II

All three The Making of the Modern World collections 
are now available on a more modern interface that 
delivers an improved user experience which allows:
• Unlimited page download
•  Term frequency and additional text analysis support
•  Plain text available to support Digital Scholarship
• Downloading and printing entire documents
•  Features Term Frequency and Clustering  

Part III features all-new scanning, not created from  
microfilm, making documents easier to read.
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EXTEND THE 
REACH OF YOUR 
RESOURCES 

Support Interdisciplinary Scholarship
Provide supplemental course material that stretches 
across many disciplines, such as political science,  
gender & sexuality studies, philosophy, literature,  
theater, history, and area studies.

Solution for Research at All Levels
The online platform features an extensive offering 
of introductory material as well as in-depth, critical 
analysis.

Entry-Level Table of Contents
Review the chronological contents of a volume of 
literary criticism with the click of a button. The table  
of contents enables users to jump to relevant  
criticisms based on their research needs.

Citation Tools
Integrated directly into the user’s workflow, formatted  
citations can be easily exported from single or multiple  
documents to services like EasyBib or NoodleTools.  
MLA, APA, and Chicago-style citations are supported.

Visual Search Tools
Expand and refine search results through Term 
Clustering and Term Frequency, enabling users to  
discover the context of search terms and uncover  
hidden connections.

Workflow tools help accelerate 
tedious aspects of research 
and streamline the process of 
publishing new insights.

Analytical tools help 
researchers analyze thousands 
of documents at one time to 
make connections and gain 
insight that would not be 
possible through traditional 
close reading. 
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“   … [The two rare book libraries] are comprehensive in their coverage;  
they contain, in some cases, the only known extant copies of certain works, 
and they include numerous books of fascinating provenance—books from 
the personal libraries of such personages as Adam Smith, Lord Sheffield, 
David Ricardo, John Locke, Jeremy Bentham, William Wilberforce,  
Robert Owen, Sir Robert Peel, William Wordsworth and Karl Marx.”  
 – Nathan Rosenberg, Professor of Economics at the University of Wisconsin; Editor, Journal of Economic History 

The Making of the Modern World, Part I: The Goldsmiths’-Kress Library of Economic Literature, 1450-1850 
offers new ways of understanding the emergence of modern economics and other social sciences. It is the 
most comprehensive collection in existence for the study of early economic, political, business, and social 
history; and ideal for researching the literature of economics from this period. 

This collection traces the development of the modern Western world through the lens of trade and  
wealth—the driving force behind many of the major historical events during the period (1450-1850).  
With full-text search capabilities on an abundance of rare books and other primary source materials,  
this resource provides unparalleled access to more than 61,000 monographs and 466 serials. In more than  
11 million pages, it focuses on economics from a variety of angles, offering perspectives from political 
science, history, sociology, and special collections on banking, finance, transportation, and manufacturing.

The Making of the Modern World, Part I is fully cross-searchable with Parts II & III. Because of its  
multi-language, multi-cultural character, the collection responds to research needs on a comprehensive 
level. Languages include French, German, and more. 
 

THE MAKING OF THE MODERN WORLD

HISTORY THAT SHAPED  
OUR WORLD 

TOPICS INCLUDE:

Economics

Industrial Revolution

Global colonization and empire building

The emergence of mercantilism 

Triangular trade and the transatlantic slave trade

Philosophy 

Social conditions 

The role of the state

Commerce

Pan-Atlanticism 
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The Making of the Modern World, Part II: 1851-1914 traces the progress of the 
nineteenth-century nations’ rapidly changing economies. Comprised primarily 
of monographs, reports, correspondence, speeches, and surveys, this collection 
broadens Gale’s international coverage of social, economic, and business history, 
as well as political science, technology, industrialization, and the birth of the 
modern corporation.

In page after page of primary source documents, researchers can evaluate the 
profound impact of the Industrial Revolution on the political and social conditions 
of nineteenth-century workers, factory owners and national economies.

TOPICS INCLUDE:

Products (e.g. cocoa, coffee, tea, cotton, leather, grain)

Railroads

Women (in business, the labor movement and women’s rights)

Industry and trade, including the evolution of business enterprises

Socialism and social movements, including communism

Political theories, including economic policy

Economic disaster and recovery

War and the military

Colonialism and exploitation of natural resources

Government regulation and protectionism

Workers’ rights and the evolution of unionism

Population

THE MARCH TOWARD  
MODERNITY

“Taken together,  
MOMW I and MOMW II 
represent very significant 
and extensive collections 
combining standard 
works in multiple 
editions and unique 
primary source materials. 
The interface is 
straightforward and easy 
to use . . . Another benefit 
to the MOMW collections 
will be cross-collection 
searchability with 
other Gale collections, 
including ECCO and 
especially NCCO, since 
the publisher will be 
loading these collections 
on the Gale Primary 
Sources platform.” 

 –  eDesiderata,  
Center for Research Libraries 

REVIEW

THE MAKING OF THE MODERN WORLD
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LEARN 
MORE

888.728.9422 

gale.com/momw

“Gale’s databases are absolutely foundational  
to the expansion of knowledge about history,  
law, and economics from the birth of printing  

to the twentieth century.”
- Professor Al Brophy, University of Alabama 


