
 Quick Facts

•  500,000 pages and manuscript images

•  230,000 calendar entries

Detailed Overview
Summary: State Papers Online, Part II is a fully searchable archive of the foreign state papers from 
the reign of Henry VIII through the reign of Elizabeth I. It includes all foreign state papers dealing 
with Ireland, Scotland, Borders and Registers of the Privy Council during the reign of the Tudors. It 
is a groundbreaking online resource for the study of British Early Modern History. It is the second 
section of the highly acclaimed four-part collection — State Papers Online:  The Government of 
Britain, 1509-1714. 

Significance: The Tudor era was witness to great changes, revolution and transformation, 
particularly affecting matters of faith and politics that are still influential today. State Papers 
Online, Part II details every foreign facet of early modern government including international 
relations, alliances, wars, naval and military policy, commercial and maritime law, trade, 
intelligence and correspondence between the Tudors and their regal peers.  

Source: Part II reunites Foreign, Scotland, Borders and Ireland papers for the 16th century with 
the Registers of the Privy Council for the whole of the Tudor period. Part II completes the 16th 
century section of State Papers Online. It includes selected documents from the Cotton, Harley 
and Yelverton Collections of the British Library. 

Structure: State Papers Online, Part II delivers the complete collection of foreign state papers for 
this era, including social and economic affairs, law and order, religious policy, crown possessions 
and intelligence. It offers the following search capabilities:

•  Calendar entry side by side 
with manuscript

•  Manuscript with notepad 
to make notes

•  By calendar volume, manuscript 
volume, reign, date and more

•  Document, calendar and 
transcript browsing

• Search term highlighting

•  Ability to magnify or 
rotate image

•  Ability to submit corrections 
to the calendars
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 Related Subjects

•  European History

•  Politics

•  Religious History

•  Legal History

• Espionage

A letter of intelligence from Captain Roger Williams to Sir Francis 
Walsingham giving an account of the Duke of Anjou’s attack on Antwerp 
and his alliance with Spain. It is dated January 12, 1583.

Begin your search on the State Papers Online homepage 
where its fully searchable archive awaits you. 
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State Papers Online, Part II is an extensive collection of all the foreign state papers of the British 
monarchy from the reign of Henry VIII in 1509 to the reign of his daughter, Elizabeth I, in 1603. 
This unique online resource reproduces the original historical manuscripts in facsimile and links 
each manuscript to its corresponding fully-searchable calendar entry.  It is an unprecedented 
research aid for British Early Modern History and courses on the Tudors. 

Key themes of State Papers Online, Part II include:

• Mary, Queen of Scots: captivity, trial and execution

•  French wars of Religion between Catholics and Huguenots (1562-98)

• Henry VIII’s ‘rough wooing’ of Scotland

•  England’s defeat of Philip II of Spain’s Grand Armada in 1588

•  Beginning of 80-year war between Spain and the Netherlands in 1566

The Registers of the Acts of the Privy Council with regard to State Papers Online, Part II cover 
colonial policy, commercial and maritime law, trade and industry and naval and military policy.  
The registers are arranged by reign and then by date and include minutes of proceedings.  
Each register usually contains lists of members of the Privy Council. 

Request a free trial
To have instant access to this archive, visit access.gale.com/gdctrial. To contact your Gale 
Representative, call 1-800-877-GALE or go to gdc.gale.com.
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•  State Papers Online, Part III: The Stuarts and 
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Sir Thomas More (1478-1535) 
became Henry VIII’s Lord 
Chancellor in 1529, succeeding 
Cardinal Wolsey. More’s close 
relationship with the king 
soured when he opposed 
Henry’s divorce from Catherine 
of Aragon and refused to 
acknowledge Henry as the 
head of the Church of England.  
He was executed for treason 
in 1535.


